June 1, 2026

The Honorable John E. Jones III (Ret.)
The Honorable Shira A. Scheindlin (Ret.)
Keep Our Republic

1629 K St N.W. — Suite 300

Washington D.C. 20006.

Re: Principles for the Independence of the Legal Profession
Dear Judge Scheindlin and Judge Jones:

We write as current and former deans of law schools to support the Principles for
Independence of the Legal Profession. We join you and the deeply bipartisan collection of former
federal judges who originally drafted and promulgated the Principles, and the larger, equally
bipartisan group of former judges who have signed on since. We also acknowledge the many law
professors, lawyers, corporate general counsels, as well as state and local bar organizations that have
endorsed the Principles.

We are current and former deans from a range of law schools and states. We write as legal
educators, responsible for training the next generation of lawyers, and are opposed to efforts that
would punish lawyers or their firms based on the identity of their clients or for their lawful and
ethical advocacy. Our law schools are committed to promoting public understanding of the rule of
law, to fostering respect for judicial and legal processes, and to supporting the professional
independence necessary for lawyers and courts to fulfill their professional responsibilities. An
independent judiciary and legal profession safeguard the rights of all Americans.

We therefore agree with the preamble to the Principles and the necessity of:

[a] robust and independent bar; to ensure that all lawyers are able to carry out their
duties ethically and in compliance with the rules of professional conduct; to protect
and serve the effective functioning of the independent judiciary; to promote the
availability of competent counsel for all parties, without regard to interest, ideology,
popular support, or government disfavor; to defend the bedrock right to counsel and
all the protections of the Bill of Rights; and to support the maintenance of the rule
of law for all those subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

We recognize that some deans of some of our nation’s law schools may be unable to join
this letter, not because of disagreement over the substance of the Principles, but because of the very
concerns the Principles raise, including the polarizing nature of the current environment where law
schools, like law firms and judges, fear political retaliation.

This letter is signed by current and former law deans as individuals, not on bebalf of law schools, universities, or other
organizations, and the titles and affiliation are for identification purposes only.



Sincerely,

Nicholas W. Allard
Randall C. Berg Jr. Dean
Jacksonville University College of Law

S. James Anaya
Former Dean
University of Colorado Law School

Penelope Andrews

John Marshall Harlan II Professor

New York Law School and Dean Emeritus
Albany Law School and University of Cape
Town Faculty of Law

b

Miriam H. Baer
Dean and President & Professor of Law
California Western School of Law

Luke Bierman
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus
Elon University School of Law

Mary Lu Bilek
Former Dean and Professor of Law
CUNY School of Law and UMass Law

Douglas A. Blazev

Professor and Dean Emeritus
University of Tennessee
Winston College of Law

John Charles Boger
Former Dean and Professor Emeritus
Univ. of North Carolina School of Law

Craig M. Boise
Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law
Syracuse University College of Law

Johanna Bond
Dean and Professor of Law
Rutgers Law School
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Shelley Broderick

Dean Emerita and

Joseph L. Rauh Jr. Chair of Social Justice
UDC David A. Clatke School of Law

Jennifer Gerarda Brown
Professor of Law and Dean Emerita
Quinnipiac University School of Law

Michael T. Cahill
Professor of Law and Emeritus President &
Dean, Brooklyn Law School

Eduardo R.C. Capulong

Professor of Law, William S. Richardson
School of Law University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Former Interim Dean, CUNY School of Law

Erwin Chemerinsky

Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished
Professor of Law

Univ. of California, Berkeley School of Law

Marisa S. Cianciarulo
Dean & Professor of Law
Western State College of Law

Annette E. Clark
Dean Emerita & Professor of Law Emerita
Seattle University School of Law

Danielle M. Conway
Dean and Donald J. Farage Professor of Law
Penn State Dickinson Law

Valerie K. Couch
Dean Emeritus and Professor Emeritus
Oklahoma City University School of Law

Mary Crossley
Professor and former Dean
University of Pittsburgh School of Law

Anthony W. Crowell

Dean and President, Professor of Law
New York Law School
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R. Lawrence Dessem
Dean Emeritus & Professor Emeritus of Law
University of Missouri School of Law

Matthew Diller

Dean Emeritus Professor of Law and Co-
Senior Counsel, John D. Feerick Center for
Social Justice

Fordham Law School

Jetfrey Dobbins
Dean & Professor of Law
Willamette University School of Law

Melissa Essary
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus
Campbell Law School

David L. Faigman

Chancellor & Dean and

William B. Lockhart Professor of Law
UC Law San Francisco

Roger A. Fairfax, Jr.
Dean and Professor of Law
Howard University School of Law

Joshua P. Fershée
Dean and Professor of Law
Creighton University School of Law

Bryant G. Garth

Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus
Univ. of California, Irvine School of Law
Dean Emeritus, Southwestern Law School &
Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Thomas Eatl Geu

Professor and Dean Emeritus
University of South Dakota
Knudson School of Law

Natalie Gomez-Velez
Professor of Law and Interim Dean

CUNY School of Law
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Linda Sheryl Greene

1855 Professor and MSU Foundation
Professor, and former Dean

Michigan State University College of Law

Leah Chan Grinvald

Dean & Richard J. Morgan Professor of Law
William S. Boyd School of Law

University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Lawrence K. Hellman
Dean Emeritus and Professor Emeritus
Oklahoma City University School of Law

Joan W. Howarth
Dean Emerita
Michigan State University College of Law

Lolita Buckner Inniss
Dean and Provost’s Professor of Law
University of Colorado Law School

Melanie B. Jacobs

Dean and Professor of Law
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law
University of Louisville

Jennifer J. Johnson

Jordan D. Schnitzer Dean Emerita &
Erskine Wood St. Professor of Law
Lewis and Clark Law School

Kevin R. Johnson

Mabie/Apallas Distinguished Professor of
Public Interest Law and former Dean
Univ. of California, Davis School of Law

Johanna Kalb
Dean and Professor of Law
University of San Francisco School of Law

Harold J. Krent
Professor of Law and former Dean
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Michael J. Kaufman
Dean and Professor of Law
Santa Clara University School of Law
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Madeleine M. Landrieu

Dean and Judge Adrian G. Duplantier
Distinguished Professor of Law
Loyola University College of Law

Renée Hutchins Laurent
Dean & Professor of Law
Maryland Carey Law

Tamara F. Lawson
Toni Rembe Dean and Professor of Law
University of Washington School of Law

Melanie Leslie

Dean and Samuel Belkin Professor of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva
University

Odette Lienau

Marianne D. Short, Esq., Dean and
Professor of Law

Boston College LLaw School

Dayna Bowen Matthew

Dean and Harold H. Greene Professor of
Law

The George Washington University Law
School

Philip J. McConnaughay
Former Dean & Professor of Law Emeritus
Penn State Dickinson Law

James McGrath
Professor of Law, President and Dean
Cooley Law School

Elliott S. Milstein
Professor of Law Emeritus and Former Dean
American Univ. Washington College of Law

Richard Mobetly

Dean and Richard C. & Catherine S.
Schmoker Professor of Law
University of Nebraska College of Law
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Rachel F. Moran

University Distinguished Professor
Texas A&M University School of Law
Dean Emerita, UCLA School of Law

Blake D. Morant

Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law
and former Dean, The George Washington
Univ. Law School (and former Dean Wake
Forest Univ. School of Law)

Richard ]J. Morgan

Founding Dean Emeritus
William S. Boyd School of Law
University of Nevada, LLas Vegas

Kimberly Mutcherson
Professor of Law and former Co-Dean
Rutgers Law School

Camille Nelson

Dean and Professor of Law
University of Hawai‘l at Manoa
William S. Richardson School of Law

Angela Onwuachi-Willig
Dean and Ryan Roth Gallo Professor of Law
Boston University School of Law

Fernando Moreno Orama
Dean, Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto
Rico Law School

Maureen A. O’Rourke
Dean Emeritus & Professor of Law
Boston University School of Law

Maria Mercedes Pabon

Dean Brian Bromberger Distinguished
Professor of Law and former Dean
Loyola Univ. New Otleans College of Law

Austen Parrish

Dean and Chancellot’s Professor of Law
Univ. of California, Irvine School of Law
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Andrew Perlman
Dean and Professor of Law
Suffolk University Law School

Peter Pitegoff
Professor Emeritus & former Dean
University of Maine School of Law

Carla D. Pratt

Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher Chair, Univ. of
Oklahoma College of Law; former Dean,
Washburn University School of Law

Robert K. Rasmussen

J. Thomas McCarthy Trustee Chair in Law
and Political Science, and former Dean
USC Gould School of Law

Jennifer Reynolds
Dean and Dave Frohnmayer Chair in
Leadership and Law

University of Oregon School of Law

L. Song Richardson
Chancellor’s Professor of Law & fmr. Dean
Univ. of California, Irvine School of Law

Lauren Robel
Val Nolan Professor of Law & Dean Emerita
Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Jenny Roberts

Dean and Professor of Law

Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra
University

Christopher J. Roederer
Dean and Professor of Law
University of Dayton School of Law

Chatles H. Rose 111
Dean and Professor of Law
Barry Univ. Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law

Paul Rose
Dean and Professor of Law
Case Western Reserve Univ. School of Law
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Michael Sant' Ambrogio
Dean and Red Cedar Distinguished Professor
Michigan State University College of Law

Michael P. Scharf

Joseph C. Hostetler -- BakerHostetler
Professor of Law and former Dean

Case Western Reserve Univ. School of Law

Nicholas J. Schroeck
Dean and Professor of Law
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Michael Hunter Schwartz

Professor of Law and former Dean
Univ. of Pacific McGeorge School of Law

Sean M. Scott

Professor of Law

President and Dean Emetita
California Western School of Law

Stephen M. Sheppard

Dean Emeritus & Chatles E. Canta
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
St. Mary's University School of Law

Michael A. Simons

John V. Brennan Professor of Law & Ethics
and former Dean

St. John's University School of Law

Gary J. Simson

Macon Chair in Law and former Dean
Mercer University School of Law
Professor Emeritus, Cornell Law School

Aviam Soifer

Professor of Law Emeritus & Former Dean
University of Hawai'i, William S. Richardson
School of Law

Andrew Strauss
Dean Emeritus
University of Dayton School of Law
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Symeon C. Symeonides

Dean Emeritus & Alex L. Parks Distinguished
Chair in Law Emeritus

Willamette University Law School

Kellye Y. Testy

Former Dean and Distinguished Professor
Seattle University School of Law, and former
Dean Univ. of Washington School of Law

Daniel P. Tokaji

Fred W. & Vi Miller Dean and
Professor of Law

University of Wisconsin Law School

William Michael Treanor
Dean Emeritus and Agnes Williams Professor
Georgetown Law
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Anthony E. Varona

Dean and Professor of Law
Seattle University School of Law
Ronald Weich

Dean and Professor of Law
Seton Hall Law School

Verna L. Williams

Chief Executive Officer, Equal Justice Works
Professor of Law and Former Dean
University of Cincinnati College of Law

Michael A. Wolff
Professor Emeritus and former Dean
Saint Louis University School of Law

David Yellen
Professor and former Dean
University of Miami School of Law
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